
RESTORATION INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES (FUDS)

PROJECT FACT SHEET
HNC REVISION:  12 DECEMBER 1995
TAG REVIEW DATE:  14 MARCH 1996

SECOND TAG REVIEW DATE:  12 JANUARY 1999

1. SITE NAME: Switzerland Bomb Target

SITE NUMBER: I04FL083200

LOCATION:
City: Switzerland
County: St. Johns
State: Florida

PROJECT NUMBER: I04FL083201

CATEGORY: OE

INPR RAC: 2

ASR RAC: 3

TAG RAC: 2

2. POC'S:

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION:
Name:   Robert Bridgers Name:   Sharon Taylor
Office: CESAJ-S Office: CESAD-PM-M
Phone:  904-232-3085 Phone:  404-562-5212

HEADQUARTERS: ASR/INPR TEAM:
Name:   Sara Goodwin Name:   Richard L. Pike
Office: CEMP-RF Office: CEHNC-OE-DC
Phone:  202-761-5223 Phone:  256-895-1559

ASR SUPPORT DISTRICT:
Name:   George Ofslager
Office: CEMVR-ED-DO
Phone:  309-794-6024
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3. SITE DESCRIPTION:  The site consists of 1,782 acres of
mostly undeveloped usage.  A public school and a housing
subdivision have been built on the northwest portion of the site.
 The site has a subtropical maritime climate characterized by
long, warm, humid summers and mild, dry winters.  The surface is
a marine terrace composed of sandy and loamy sediments.  The site
lies in a region of the county that is mostly brush, and swamps.
 Th site is mostly level.  The brush is interspersed with many
poorly defined drainage ways and depressional areas, which are
flooded or are ponds for long periods of time. 

4. SITE HISTORY:  The 640 acre site was originally acquired in
1940 for use as a practice landing field for Naval aviators.  In
1943 the Navy acquired 1142.22 additional acres for more runways.
 Four permanent runways were constructed and drainage systems
installed.  The facility was used as an outlying field until mid-
1946.  In 1947 the landing field was designated as Naval Bomb
Target and was used for that purpose until 1961.  In August of
1961 the Federal Aviation Agency announced revisions to the
restricted air space designation in and around the Jacksonville
complex.  Due to these restrictions, the use of this property as
a bomb target was no longer feasible and it was determined excess
to the needs of the Naval Air Station. In 1978 a 2.75" rocket
motor that was buried was recovered, the ASR suggests that the
target was also used as a disposal site.

5. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The Switzerland Bomb Target consists
of 1,782 acres and was primarily used as a practice bomb and
practice rocket range.  The Archives Search Report (ASR)
separated this site into three areas but due to the fact that
this is a small site these areas have been combined in to one.

Area Entire Site

Size Acres: 1,782
Former Use: Bomb Target
Present Use: Public School, Subdivision, undeveloped 

land
Probable End Use: Same as Present Use
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed

Types: Practice Bombs, Practice Rockets,   

6. CURRENT STATUS:  The ASR was completed in February of 1994
by the US Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District.

7. STRATEGY:  EE/CA

8. ISSUES AND CONCERNS:  Ordnance has been found on this site
and the potential still exists for ordnance and explosives (OE)
presence.  During investigations by St. Louis District on sites
close to Switzerland Bomb Target, the local sheriff reported to
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the SI Team that he frequently recovers ordnance at the site of
the former Switzerland Bomb Target.  In the original Risk
Assessment Code the site was considered to be an isolated site in
Part II E of the RAC form due to a swamp which surrounds the
area.  Huntsville Center (HNC) Safety felt that since the area is
close to a public school and housing subdivision that the area
was to be considered as having no barrier.  It is also possible
that there will be further development of the currently
undeveloped land.  The original RAC also did not consider HE
bombs or rockets in Part I A.  HNC Safety felt that the area had
the potential of HE bombs and rockets.  A Navy Explosive Ordnance
Disposal investigation in 1978 determined that there were no HE
bombs at the site but that there were practice rockets, however
safety still felt that it was possible to have HE bombs.  The
Technical Advisory Group (TAG) (14 Mar 96) concurred with HNC
Safety and recommended that an EE/CA be performed on the entire
site.  Because of changes in the RAC form since the original was
done in February 1994 and the potential of HE bombs and rockets,
the RAC form done by safety at the TAG (14 Mar 96) changed this
site from a RAC 3 to a RAC 1.

On 8 December 1998, Messrs. Richard Pike and Mike Slovak, HNC,
conducted a non-intrusive Site Investigation (SI) (see attached
Trip Report).  During this investigation, no evidence from HE
loaded OE was discovered.  Aided by a magnetometer, only small
pieces of debris from practice bombs were discovered on the
surface.  Walking over the site with a magnetometer revealed
sporadic subsurface anomalies.  Checks of some of the Acraters@
in the bomb target area revealed only a single anomaly in some of
these depressions, there were no anomalies in the sides of these
Acraters@ that would indicate usage of HE loaded OE.  Based on
the results of this SI the TAG concurs with the revision of the
RAC score from RAC 1 to RAC 2.

The former Switzerland Bomb Target may contain endangered or
threatened species.  Numerous endangered or threatened species
are found in St. John's County, ranging from the red-cockaded
woodpecker and indigo snake to more commonly known species such
as the alligator and pelican.  A complete list of such species
can be obtained from the local Soil Conservation District
conservationist (ASR REF B-1).

9. SCHEDULE SUMMARY:  EE/CA

10. FUNDING/BUDGET SUMMARY:  For Official Use Only


